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THE AMERICAN BLACKSTONE.

CMAmaazon janes nirxr and bis
coaixKitrAntB.1.

t Career t Rana-vrorhln- ;, ch1rlr.
lIUMaklas, WIm JLnvrytr, What, 1.1.
tac Tatl KMI te Halt rolltlelaaa. Bail

Kattra treat Aha Bsach. Although Ilia
I EataBaat Was Clear and Comprehensive,

AtaAKT. Aug. 14. Boforo the civil war tbs
treat men at Amotion wers nover named

Without referring to James. Kent, tbo
Maokatona, an he M gtnarally called,

! erf Asnafioaa law. Ha belongs to tba rot- -

J tar ot Institution makers, ot which Nw
lark ma contributed so mnnr to the country.
Aa toatwaafl waa opportunely made Chief Jus- -

j Ja br John Adam, and bald hit office mot o
than a third of century. Interpreting tba
Coaatitutton In the Una of the oil Federalists
Who mada It, ao Kant, replacing Chancellor
Uvinrston and Ambrose Brenner and other

! State) rights Judges and Chanoollora, bo- -

j aaata the John Marshall of Now York.
Be had been the perianal nupll of Alex- -

I

Mdar Hamilton, who called bli attention to
' tka dill law wban be wns n very young man,
I aad of Qot. John Jay, who, In 1796, made

biaa Jostle In the New York Supreme Court

OBincsLLon james Kmrr.
f which' court he bocamo Cblot Juttle In

1804. In 1814 he wai nppolntad Chancellor ot
Hew York. lie remalnod In that position until
1B8S, whan he waa rotlrod. to the disgust ot
thinking men. because be was GO rears of nee.
William Wirt, the Atturncv-Uocera- l of Monroe,
desired him to beralsod to the- Unltod States
Bupretao Court, but that President bad taken
up with the Tompkins luflucncs and selected
Bmlth Thompson. Tho slight wan of benefit
to legal scltno. fur Ibj rotired Chauoal-lo- r,

resuming bli nrofescorsulp of law. wbloh
be had held bofoio he want on tbo bench,
delivered his lectures In the form of couture-fcsnslr- e

commentaries on American law. and
j began to publish tbom as books in 1821. Six
I editions ot tho nbnimontaries appeared, and

the last one bo rovlsed just before he died.
Bdltions came forth after his death to the
nnmberot thirteen, renuirlug such editors as
William Kent Dormxn I). Baton. George F.
Oomstock, Ollror W. Holmes. Jr.. nnd Cb.trles
M. Barnes. Judge Story, who was of the oppo-

site school ot politics, described the work as
the first judioinl classic of tba Unltod Ftntes.
Borne hare thought tbat It wao snporlor to

' Blackstone's Commentaries, because ot the
mere extensive knowledge of tho llomnn and

' Continental law by Chancellor Kent. He dlod
In the city of New York in 1117, just before the

; consummation ot bis view as an old Feder
alist. Ha wns thon 81 yenrs old.

j IX SCHOOLS AM) COLLEOt
) Like many of the learned men who settled

the principles ot law. art. Ac in this country.
Sent was of preacher's atomic, the grandson and

, great-grands- of clergymen. Ills father mar- -
' ried A physician's daughter. Hannah Kant,
I the Chancellor's sister, married Mr. I'latt of

Plattsburg. Kent lost bis mother at 7. and his
father died in 1701. Ho wasbiongbt upatNor- -
Walk, by hi grandfntber. the Her. Joseph
Moss, and was than sent to New York
State, to nn undo, who lived at Fawliugs.
Thence be went back to nnd

, j was kept movlne around during the Revo- -
latlon to Btratford. Newtown, .to., until be
reached Yale College. In nil tho schools he
was llvelt. quick, emulois, and studious.
His moral character and his slmpllaity
strew up together, although he wns ns
vlayful a n kitten: be toted nntnre,
ran a rambler and went on font a'l through
I ew England as far as Canada, looking at the

' likciles and gips. Tliu-- he ohtn tied the
health wh cii give h'sn nu.-- n long life. The

t British InMtdeil New Haveu lit 1771), nnd the
college bad to dlubind. Imt while w.iudeilng
about without an alma mator Koot met with a
oopy of flla"kstnne's Commentaries. Ho was
only in year old. and ha must have been a
very ditTerent boy from the eons of the novel- -
reading ladle of our tim . for he was so struck
Wilb what wan in tha book that he lesolved to
be a lawyer.

Kent, g aduatlng In 1781, the snma year
wont to I lughkoopslo and entered as a

, lutt student, Bolng temperate, a water drinker
nnd sbatlnoat Irom .social gatburlnsa, be
took a wife In 1785 whon 22. Mrs. Kent bad
been Miss Uailey. They were poor, but the life

, ef a country village was not hard on the young
' couple, and. therefo.o. Kent let mammon

Ions and filial his bead with the
law. His law prjeopter was gbert
Sanson, a man who must bate been et extra
ordinary value to tbe State, as his standing
with John Jay. Hamilton, nnd others would In- -

.'' dicit". Kant joined the FeJornl party a ter n
I clone examination of Its arguments. At about

tUit time polltldlans went to l'ougbketpsle lo
bnvtt aflht over the Ameiloau Constitution,
and tbe Kent of 2J wen: nuioug them. 1'brra
be aw. taking notes as a mumborof tbe news- -

impr vrnft, UoWlit Clinton, stately even In
' buyliiioa, but and erl u. Young

t Krnt. ntt e nee of 25. cnllo I on Hamilton and
Jav there to sk their advice in regard to ex.
tending hln studies beyond the common law
tlmlt-t- he Kngllvh cuuimon law. Hamilton
Vtos brimful of foiuthouuht, nnd he snw.
In his atubltl' us ecope, how few men
were In the land who iouM rank with
tbe Furnpenn jurisis. His advice was con-
curred In by Jny, t lit t Kent khould study
the mo lent laouunces. nnd he able to read
lbs furalKii Imvs Inrguly based on the llomau

' CoJes, and thon of the Miccee.llng Oerman- -
Bntnati empire which had been estubllxbed by
Charlamaxne Kent cae four hours enoh duy
before breakfast to stud) lug Latin and flreek
alternately, and after tbe day's labors were
over be spent two hours reading French.
Lawyers who do not road may know the value
of tbelr libraries from tbo fuel that Keut gave
mnre time to Oieek und Latin each day Than
tba average lawyer gives to bis whole esse sadlibrary, lie was loilmute wltb the (Ireek au-
thors, ami a long as be lived be could pick up
a Uieek book and enjoy it. The next thin to
leading books wanting to have bam. and
jxani. ulinouith poor began to collect books,
which lliially smouute I to tbousaudsof

it bus been said that lie loved them
next to his family.

HIS Ftr.HT LXCTUnES,
Kent went Into thstiUte I.egltlatura sbou'

the time that N aslilngtou left New York as
jVretideat; and when Ueorue Clinton detet-mlne- ii

to bava the seat to wuluh John Jay bail
been elected, Mr. hent came out In tbe press

pamphlets, and be na omlnated for
oncress, aUhotttih defeated. They told him

wnerA they had heard himftAU'enr. for truth' sake In the Legisla-
ture, that he ought to co down to Kew York
fliy for aa adeauute career, and tnltbrr
be went In 113. Ue lost his only child

Immediately, which wrung bis heart,
ut ColumbU College gave mm a uavr

task lo do. Tbe mott earosst law-
yers, who felt the went of great lawyers
In new York, began to attend bis lectures u I
alt among the students, but with the In-
stability ol American classes bs found, durlio
the second year, that be had but little stippot t.
and that the sale of bis law lectures did not
pay expenses, although the college made blm

Uoo'orof Laws, which Is the general rewuU
of authors for being wiser than their times

Tba men among wh in nent threw btraself
were sincere, If limited In number, and he bs.

a Master in t'bancery n.lli le s. .w
Jams city tent lilm t the Legislature In

although It imibaMy iloes imt now roe-- 'ogolre tbe in t, m, Iwut once roi
SfBted .the city ot New iork at the

, awaa of Washington. Ad",.:ilstra:loD. In
' an address bsfore the city snejeiy he

polattd out tba advaotsues of hewTork city

sbovs all other districts for the cultivation of
the tenl and the exact tcleiices, and, therefore,
we see la every btate ot tbo Union the rocks of
local Sen lork carry our names. such ns Pots-
dam and Lauroutlan, and the laws of ro

equally taught trom New ork.
where the steamttoat and. telegraph came to
light. Tbe tlmpie-mlnde- d Kent, who neter
wasted a moment on appearances, but be-
haved out ot tbe fulness of bis nature, awoke
on day and found himself ltecorder of New
York city as well as a Master in Chancery. Ho
neer did Wt the practice of law. und lie con-
tinued to resit nnd collect hooks. Oov.
Jay, who bad a touchstone for character.
touched him with it when ho was 'Jo. and
drew blm tip to tho bench, tbe Tonnsest Jndga

tbetjnpreme Court. Like Balmon 1'. Cbasa,In edited the statutes of hlsntate as early as
18U& and when Chief Justice hn originated
thecustom.lt Is said, of presenting a written
and thotoughly armed r.pmlon. wltb his au- -

an example wbloh descended to the
ihorlttsB. Court und. most of theaouriaof tbe

principles ot common law wore
unsettled, and there wore no precedents.
Kent Logan to limit tbe English com-
mon law as applicable to us. and ba
developed now principles of commercial
law. Ut course, most of his Incomo went to
pieort. for in those days they did not pay
Judges m they do now. lie might have boen a
rich man. and wo might have been without the
Commentaries. ,

out of till need he r'etitst .

Wun lortues't river ixil u dry
)'roDhi ine ! diamonds t tin tttvt.

This merry wise roan had diffidence to get
ut in tbe courts and hnliy witnesses, but ha
did not take up to the bonch austerity enough
to frighten a horse.

CHIKF JUSTICE XXD CHAXCEXXOr--- .

Kent was raised to bs Chief Justice at the
age of 'M, and tor ten years he delhered opin-
ions to bo found In sixteen volumes of reports.
He became Chief Justice the year Alexander
Hamilton fell, aad continued to preside until
tho close of tbe second war wllh Kngland.
When uiadn Chancellor in 1814 ho found him-
self In a naked Held for there were no reports
of Chancery decisions in Aer York, and for
cine yta.s ho cited not a alnule one of auy of
his preueosssors, seeming to snow that lcot.ert
It. I.tvlceston had not entirely set the world
on fire. No circumlocution ofllt e was kept there.
Everybody knew thst a d man.
who believed In despatch anil we- - himself

and Incorruptible, stood ready to
1oor tbe law. Ills chambers became II lied with

and clients. No man had preccdenoe
over any other man. but everything was taken
nn In order, nor dtd he shirk his work, hot read
ail the pleading anil depositions and with a
superb moial perception lodged tbo right
where tbo loadstone lay. Heveral volumes ot
these Cnancery reports survive him. And alter
all that work the polltloians sent htm out be-
cause he was 60.

hen the Constitutional Convention ot 1821
brought him Into Its circle he bad opposed the
extension of the eleotorsl franchise, and barely
eecapcul seeing the Court of Chancery abol-
ished, although he saved it. He midu many
nubile addresses, and nn comment seems ever
to bave been ma le adversely to his osreer. ex-
cept the trite criticism that bis opinions were
marketable, although not his convictions, for.

he had been crowded out of (he beuob at the
eight ot his reputation, many litigants pre-

ferred to bring tbelr csutee before blm nvther
than to emlurk on a costly tea f litigation
without a monitor. Th- - only ner-o- n 1 ever
heard utter the above criticism on Judge Kent
was Senator Jamos W. Nr of NoiaJrt. a New
York Jlnrnburuor. Judge Kent hnd a brother
who was a 1 odeialist and member of Congress
in Madison's Admlnlstrat ou. wnd lived in
Jefferson county. The CUancellor cat a son.
William, who was appointed bv Oov. toward
to the bench of the Supreme Court and was
protestor of the law In Harvard College.

Chancellor Kent's retirement from office
was treuted with something or tbe respect and
Indignation which followed Do WKt Clinton's
compulsory dlschargo from the oflloe of Canal
Commissioner, which he bad mnde Illustrious.
Ol course the people did not kuow so much
about law as tbey did about oauals.

discharged from jnunt In New
F.tiglsml. It to him that ha
would die speedily it he had nothing to
do. lie waa going to oueu a lair school,
but Columbia Collega offered hi in a

Instead, and bo revived and en-
larged hie Ian lectures of thirty years beforo
and cave private Instructions to studotits.
Lawyers consulted him. to tho grealdlsgust of
other lawyers lu town, who went aiound
saying that he wns huckstering Ipgal opin-
ions for hire, as I! there should ba
onlv ono lawyer In tbe United States who
should get no hire, and that the highest one.
Tho merits of his work may not be so fully
understood at tbe present time, when tbe law
Jh n rush for cash, as wbsu men took more
lime nnd did not travel so fast : but strangers,
and tbote who love tbe law because it Is mst,
Ionic on Jsiuee hent as a high priest, and the
State of Now York draws nutriment from liU
example: and we wonder it tbe times will ever
b.. as thev were when si.ch men a he cut out
great taxis and oxecuted them with all the
j.y "f Jacob working tor ko:ti ot Laban's
daughters taking the first that bs mlgnt gat
tho lust. Thus hent served u long time for the
common law. nnd another term for the Chan-
cery law. and they seeniod to him but as a day.

TUB Q.UE8T10JC.

At almost CO retrsot age Kent, lu the Con-
stitutional Convention at Albany, bod ctllod
upon the ngetohult before ladling the suf-
frage out with worse ttiau free lunch liboiallty.
Ills was one of the last voices raised with
boldness ou such a proposition, and It etthe State Judge Kent, not Kent the btate. He
saidtfaatlf tbe blacks were In some respects a
degraded portion of the commujltr. he

to see them dislrsnohlsed aad the door
burred ugajubt .them. He ald also:

"This Mate hai existed for forty-fou-r roars
under our present Constitution, which was
loaned by tho-- e illu-trio- xagee and patriots
who adorned the Involution: it bus wouder-fnl-h

fulilileii all tbe groat of civil gov-
ernment. SVe have bail a.succession of wise
and temnerate Legislatures, tlur statute law
may prouJly bear a comparlsou with that of
any other poople. Ve have had a regular,
stable, iionest, und enlightened administra-
tion of justice. All the peaceable pursuits ot
industry and all the important interests oi ed-
ucation and bdence bavo been fostered and
encouraged. We have trebled our numbers
withto the last twenty-flr- o years, have dis-
played mighty resources, nod have made un-
exampled progress. Our financial credit stands
at an enviable height, and wo aro now success-
fully engaged in connecting tbe great lakes
wllh th ocean by stupendous canals. Which
exnite tbe udmlratlon of our neighbors and
will make a conspicuous llgure even upon tbe

of the United States. When the
has gathered In his harvest

and bos filled his barns and bis gian-arle- s
with the fruits ot bis Industry,

it he should then become discontented and un-
thankful, would he not have reieon to appre-
hend tbat the Lord ot the ban est might come
in his wrath and with bis lightning destroy
them !" Ao. Tbe fears or Kent were at that
time awakened by the fact that New York city
bad reached a population of 123.000. He did
out discern tbat Noah Webster bad been going
on before wltb a lamp. In tbe shape ot a spell-
ing book, und that thus lUhied the common
people might walk righteously. Another
voice was raised after this wltb equal bold-
ness, that ot one ot the greatest, if least i

editors, llllaui L. btone. the
friend of ull tbe strung men of bis
time, who, in 1840, whan addressing
tb Whig Contention at hyrnouse. avowed
himself an unchanged Federalist ot tbe school
of Hamilton and Jar. and the novelty and
honssiy. st the tune, ol the utterance, made tbe
whole Convention rise, as if toavvneiable muu
wh ' had ionic d.,wn fioin a former gruoratton.

John Uulucy Adams, who was thru a quasi-Cemooi-

wrote: 'A Ion. nu-
merously signed by respeitnble merchants of
Ne lori. rieommeiid.nl Mr. Kent lor District
Judge, out it is four or live years sluce he was
disqualified by the Constitution ol that Mate
from holding any Judicial olllce under It. by hie
age and his politic h.ivo been

to tin g.eat majority of thepeople." Mr. Adams, therefore, would not
an olnt b m, and said that (Jen. van lionets-laeraivls-

against the appointment After
ceasing to bo 1'iesldeo . Adums met Kent at
tbe houtu of AILurt oollu'ln, and tais: "1
found bim in the study anil ha l a curious

Ue is preinrn g a new edition of
bis law commentaries, and being In wit a
man, in simplicity a cull. I, w talked

bal .childishly, about his coinmtn-tnrle- s,

about civil and common law. aboutSbakespeai e. 1 alit College, his college society,
aud many other puurilltes."

HUINKI.'h OIlSKRVATIOini.
Chancellor Kent ws visited by Charles Rum-nsri- n

New York when the latter w.is only 25
years old. and the lurmer returned tbe visit.
Wilting to Charlemagne rower, Unmneresid:
"hem Is certainly the .tar of your ftaie. X

like uis work, tuouch less than most
To me be is very IndlttlmH In bis out

Hues. This, perhaps, is the more obserratijs,
stepping as Id orom the d pugs of
Blackstone. I have be.ird a teutlble lawyer
plaoe hent abote him but in my op'nioa
sooner should the earth be above the clear

azure-bui- lt heavens, let the character of
lent Is pleasing to me and bewitches roe,
lit. works, .In lact, are crude aad made Ui

publish and get money from I he has already
cleared, fiu.uoo from, tbeml-rat- ber to he
aimlred than to lait." Later ou Mr.

"His Co iimentanes are uot wholly
appreciated by the student upon first pe- - '

rutul; 'bey are hardly elementary euougii,
Ashlat d tsld thst tbevwere written aa tnejudgments ol a Judge. Hut wbenonelsniltilu '

advanced er lamillsr with them, be sees the
SomprenenMve vjewa they take and tbo con.

Kent Is one of the glories of
your State, whether you look upon nlm as n
commentary or a, I udge. In tbe latter capacity
bis opinions bave learning, ability, and stunil
nlm st unrivalled Only Marshall and Story
i n i e compart d With him,"

The tauie senator described visiting Kent at
bis bouse In 1831: "He lives two or throe
miles from the heart et the city, I saw him
wltb a young lady and an Infant. Heieoeitel
me cordially, talked fast and but
without eleuaooe r grammor, praised the
civil law highly, thought Jackson would ruin
ii wanted to go to Washington city, but If he
went siiould be obliged to call upon Jackson
a d dine with him perhaps, which be would
nut content to do: were he there bo should as-
sociate with such men as Webstar: said is had
a great passion for natural seensry.wlanedto
seethe West: never wrots an article terars-- J
vitw ta his life, but bad bttfclM Me tt Uo sow

but to read books: ahowod raa hla
library with a gool deal of Prtlen-larlt-

nnd a collection of pamphlets making
hlnely-nv- e volumes, which he oommenced
when b was a young man. He has great
simplicity and froedom of mnnneiii. piena
himself like n child, though thle I attributed
partly to a harmless vanity! ba undoubtedly
know that be U a lion and Uiereloro offers
bTmscl! rea lily, tor exhibition. T thought .more
than once that he was sitting for his plctme."
These same things ware said afterward nbout
ilr. Bomtier. who waa much ot a Hon hunter.
A don years afterward Bumnor wrote In
the Aiio Itntortrr: "His venerable, years are
another Illustration ol the saying of one of the
esrlr mastsrs of the that then;
Is something In the cultivation
jurisprudence favorable to a protrnrt-e- d

life. Hnwevar much w prize bis
work, we are disposed to regard many of the
the opinions ot tbe author pronounced from
the bench as evidencing, even a higher order
of juridical tslent" Inaletiei written to Sum-
ner Just before his death. Kept enld: I am
atronslr in favor of the Institution of a oon-rre- ss

of nations, or system ot arbitration with-
out going to war. 1m much struck In my
youth by the observation ot Thomas Pains.
tlatThe who is the author ot war lets loos.
the whole contagion ot belL and npob iv vein
tbat Mee Js n nation to death.' '

JUIKIK STOni'S ESTIM1TK.
Ftory. whom the New Englnndero set up ns

Kent's 0'iiial. wiote In 1807: "1 atjendod fcv-ar- al

hours at the Cliy Hall (New York), where
the Bupreme Court was sitting. Chief Justice
Kent and Judges Thompson. Hmllb. and V. V.
Tompkins were present. They appeared to be
young men, comraxod to tbe former gravity ot
nor bench, but 1 am told Kent Is at least fifty.
His oelsrjty and acuteness struck ma Imme-
diately. He seems to be a good lawyer, and
despatches business with prompiltude. A lit-
tle too much haelo and a disposition to Inter-
rupt In some measure lessees the pleasure of
seeing blm. He has a caruloss manner of sit-
ting, wnlcb. though rather ungraoetul. waa
pleasant to me. It seemed to be the ease of n

who felt adequate tj tbe exigencies of
fiau station." Further on Judge Htory said:

Kent the Chief Justice, presides with singu-
lar plainness and promptitude, but the court
lesetnhles the barroom of a tavern more than
tbs hall of justice. The jury, witnesses, and
spectators are crowded into a narrow space,
and It Is difQeult to say who are tbe one or
tho other. A prisoner was tried the other day
for forgery, and though the crime was pun-j.he- d

with imprisonment at hard labor for
life, there was as much bustle aa tbero would
bo in a jnetico's oourt, Kent summed ud to
tho jury lu a very short nnd loose munuer,
and afterward. In pronouncing eeutenoo on
tho convict bo stated tho senteuco wllh
tho celerity of a schoolboy repeating bis

I must, however, tell you that be
Ssk. the confidence ot u great lawyer

bis actions and Is felf-pois- in re-
sources." In 1811 Judge Story Mtld ot Keut:

Itreiju roMSuebainan with such a mind, at
once liberal, comprehensive, exact, and me-
thodical, pursuing principles with a severe
and scrupt'Ious logic, and blending with them
the mott persuasive euulty, to unfold tba
doctrines of chancery lu on country and to
eettlo them upon imtuovuble foundations."
When Keut was removed by tbo constitutional
provision, Story said: "1 do uot believe that
we can ever hops to see the laws administered
wllh more learning or dignity and ability than
tbey have been by the late Justice Kent, i'liey
were entitled to reoeire the universal hom-
age of the whole Union. The lemoral
ot such a man cannot toll to cist
a gloom over all who wish merit
to receive its just reward for eminent services.
The political state of things lu New York Is to
me a strajigo riddle which I oannot fathom or
coinprobund. Broken up in parties so various
and so little deilned by any great leading doc-
trines, tbat 1 attempt In vain even to master
the vocabulary of their names." Story wrote
to Kent in 1827: "Your Commentaries will be-

come the American text book, ami range on
the shelf wltb tbe classical work Of lilaokstono
in all our libraries." He mentions Kent as an
exception to the genernlliy of lawyers who
read very little outside of tbelr business. !

bamuel F. U. Moise painted lvem In 1823.
and snld: " He Is nut a good sitter: be s. arce-l- y

presents tbe ssmo view twice: be is very Im-
patient and you well know tbat 1 cannot paint
anlmuailent person: 1 must bave my mind at
oue or I cannot paint"

Peter Parley, on hie first to New York,
went into the Court Houso. He said: "1 aw
two remarkable men. Judge Kent and Thomas
Addis Lmmet tbe nrstChansellorot tba State
of New York, aad the latter ouoot tue most
eminent lawyers in the city, perhaps in the
Unltod States. Ui other of Itnhert Emmet, the
Irish martyr. Judge Kent had been my father a

It would be dlracult now to point
to a man o universally honored and esteemed.
To the moet extensive learning he added a
winning simplicity of manners and transparent
truthfulness of character. All this wat writ-
ten in his countenaaoe. at once Irresistible
by Its beaming Intelligence and Irs not less
Impressive benevolence. The grestneasand
goodues of his character show fully In his
tscj. I feinembur perfectly well the soene.
There were Emmet and the Judge together.
The former was arguing tbe ease, but tneru
were only half a dozen persons present, and it
whs rather a conversation than n plea. Em-
met was somewhat but a very athletic
man with largo ruddy cheeks, an enormous
month, and full, expreselve eyes. Hie lilsn
brogue, rich and sonorous, rolled trom his
lip, like a oa uract of music. Kent lis-
tened and frequently changed position, aud
orten broke Into the argument with a

which sometimes resulted in aauestlon. bis whole manner wus easy,
familiar, and very different from tbe statue-
like dignity of other Judges 1 bad seen. Tbe
wbolospeoiaoleleltonmymindtbeimpresBlon
that two great men were raiher consulting to- -

other than that one was attempting to winfrom the other an opinion to suit an lute rested
client I recollect to have seen listening te
turn discussion a large, llorld. handsome man.
wltb a daik. eloournt eyo. I i mi u I red his
name, nnd wns told tbat It was John Welts, the
renowned lawyer."

TllUBLOW WXED'S STOUT.
Tburlow Weed tells a story tbat a distin-

guished jurist was oue Jav dining with Kent
in Albany, when hla son. William, tbe aubsu-que- nt

Judge who was only threo or four sears
old. raised a roar. and. after trying to appease
htm. tbe Chancellor rushed Irom tbo table.up tbe hoy. and while ascending the

all stairs was distinctly heard resorting to a
spanking. When he cams back tho cbauccllor
asked his wife: "Mrs. Kent how long nave ue
been married t" bhe answered, aud he sild:" I desire that you should say, for tbe Informa-
tion ot our friend and guest and in justice to
me, wbetber during our married Hie you
bave ever known me guilty of doing so

an act of impropriety ns this?" Mrs,Sross said It was his llrsi offence. Tbe Chan-
cellor's oiiuanlmltr was restored and every-
thing went on smoothly. Kent nfterward said
tbat evor thing had gone wrong wltb him that
dnr beenuso bo bud subscribed to rebuild Buf-
falo when lis bad been onposed to the war and
had rejoiced when UutTalo was burned. Later
a woman rang bis door bell and wanted money
for her busoeml. wbo bad gone to the war.
lie refused It. A moment aiterwarl he re- -
tented and rusbod out Not being able to find?be woman, ho was distressed all day.

nr.AcxsTose,
Curiously enough Blackstone was elected

like Keut, when he was 2J years old,
at WulliBgford. between London andOxford,
and be kept the p'aoo twenty rears. .Like Kent
he t, ml positions nt the unlveislty, ami there,
(Ue Kt t, he published a guide, tobis lectures.
We had uot, hinw-rer- , lu America, such a msn
Ah Mr, viner, who had set nlnrg sum of mouor

to establish a professor-hi- p ol tb Com-
mon Law at Oxlord. und it Wds wailing for a
man Jlki lilaok-ton- e. nbo, therefore, ontered
into a salary better tbun Kent's, and had
the easiest way to mako n, book, like Kent,
which wus to deliver luctures. have them
takou down, and then collect them,
bad n Constitution in the air, and Itlack-- a

one re sclved to bring it down to paper,
vial ting only five day after apio-feaso- r,

ihackstone deliveied bis opening o.

aud Urorge 111. bad to read It in
or itrto know something auout tbecclebra'ed
Constitution which wus not there. But lllnak-htn.- ie

wus a strnuger to the Innocence ol
Jumet Kent As n on as ho hail at-

tracted geucrtl atteutlon in tbat seiious lint-fe- ll

society by bis law lectures, ba descendedupon Loudon to prastice. and his mothud, In-

dustry, and learning instantly made him emi-
nent. Ho iefii I some oftlces, like King's Coun-
sel and even a Chle! Jus leosblpm Ireland, Was
sent tol'siilament in his usth end. hav-
ing married Into, ho made bis villa at Wullfng-for-

ami when relented from bis law bulnots
In Loudon a id bis lectuies In Oxford he weut
to this v ilia a"d kept up bis uuthorshlp. Hav-
ing lectmed for tnten y.nrs, Blackstone

I from tbo L'niveisity nd published hla
lectuies, juiiuienrlng them In lln.ia'd ending
In till'.'. Kent published h.s Comnien'uries on
American l.an about eliy years istei. and
boih lllnctstons Mid Kent oiiiploved four s.

huu BlackstunoV book came out the
British nation got on si.l s tu anpiapd It. The
bigwigs declsiedibat it btat Mixes nnd Jus-
tinian. Dr. 1'jiestleyjumpsdininlt, espeaislly
beuause It showed tb it yon could commit va-
rious sorts of Up felony ugnlutt the Ciiurah of
hngland. wnlcb l'riestloy loved to do. a lateropinion ou Blackstone1 Commentaries was
thai It as Inferior to Monietiiuieu's
anil lie Lolmes works, but mcntoilous.
couidderlng tbe origin. dlty of tbe subject inEngland. Another opinion was, that prior to
that tim no eiTecllto t oatl-- u hnd appenre I,
o , a' le'.el, no popular one, showing the wliolo
siaemof buglisu jui'leprudeiice throughout.
Ill u.stunn too), ejgut ceiiliirii'a o itiu

madethum lino an historical nu I
liter irr fabric. Ouance.lor Lent said, lu bis
inu Comiiieutar.ot. mat where he telt that ne
hail lallod be let hit student take up Black-stone- 's

chapter on tliu same sublet t, achapter on tbe law ot real property,
which, be said, he had rnd many tlmea
with mingled feelings of delight nnd despair.
In larllainent lilaeksttine was something of a
stick. He thought even thing which the Oov
ernment did was rignt, nnd Dn was sometimesknocked down by citations f i urn bis own books.
Junius came lortit with bis weaver's beam
and poled Blsckstono along the highway of
cpntrovsrsy. Br. Prleetley belabored him with
short Saxon words. In 1770. when Blackstonewas about 47 years old, be wanton the beuen,
where he remained tor the rest of bis 111,

from too much studloutasss. gouty
om too UtUf axareUa. H became, draw.

shy, rather sincere man. with
n stiulntlng forehead, which made him look
terrible to small boy In tho law. He had a
large family and, therefore, be could not save
pp much ns he bad expected, but Oeorge
lit. made n lint-rat- e provision for Black-stone- 's

wlfo nnd children. His statue was. sot
up at Oxford nud his remains were put in
walllngford church.

This parallel has bson made for tho benefit
of tbo genernl loader, wbo may knovf very lit-
tle of either Black-ton- e or Kent Kent had
read some law ou tho hoof when he wandered
through nature and. thorefore. lio lived tote
84 years old. He lived too longJor tho politi-
cians, who rotaiod blm out of office teauee
he hud reached the .Judicial limit or age aud
could not be made to believe that universal
suffrage would curs corns and bunlons.KIn
the pantheon t hew York, one day to be
made, among the citizens who eet Ihomsolvps,
like Moses and Nouh. before large, comprehen-
sive tasks highways, oauals, geology, flnanco.
war. education, law the omlsstun of Kent
aliunld Are the pautboon.

GKontus Alfbeo Towksknd.

SOO.eOO Itst IVylsa te atnlse sjfTheat
I.aad Nature Intended for dentins.

Soma conspicuous Illustrations of tho folly
ot going Into n business onn does not under-alan- d

are scattered along 300 miles of the
Canadian Pacific Hall road, on the plains of the
Northwest territories. Nearly all day the
express train passing through this region are
in sight ot the Lister Kara farms, ten In
number, containing 10,000 nercs ot land each,
whlob stretch along at Intervals ot thirty miles
from Bnsh Lake to Calgary. within sight of tba
Bocky Mountain. These farms always occa-
sion a deal of talk among tho passenger, who
are rortata to observe that when a man

ble money In a gamo he does not un-
derstand he Is very llkoly to lose all hi cash
and to reap nothing but bitter experlenca.

Sir John Lister Kayo made a good deal ot
money lu California. When he went home to
Knglnnd people tbore had the impression tint
he know everything that was worth knowing
about America. He took boms with bim n big
Droject for the consideration ot British cap-

italist. It was soon alter the completion of
tho Canadian Pacific Railroad, and the world
was talking about tbo grant resources of the
btthetto almost unknown regions through
which It passes. Sir John's plan was to bur an
enormous Quantity ot land, eond out large
parties of colonists from Yorkshire aud golnto
whoat raising on a prodigious seals. To bt
sure, he knew llttlo or nothing about wheat
raising, neither did tho colonists whom
be proposed to take with bim to
oarry out bis great Ides, But the
newspapers were full of the wonderful
possibilities of wheat culture in the Canadian
Northwest, and Sir John bad no trouble In
convincing his wealthy friends in KngUnd tbat
a big bonanza awaited them.

A million dollars were raised nnd placed In
Blr John's hands. Out to tho Canadian North-
west he posted wllh a lot of colonists who had
very vrtguo Ideas nbout the sort of life tlioy
would have to leal on those troeless prslrlos.
At tbe very outset Sir John mode a fatal
blunder. He intended to raise bundrods ot
thousands of bushels ot wheat, butunlucky for
hlms-li- . he pushed far pa-- t the best wheathearing regions and located hU 100,'sio acres of
land in wuntern Aeslnlbola.un i eastern Alborta
bearing regions, and located his hw.wj acres of
Noomi has over usssned that this legion U
welt adapted for wheat culture. It Is tplen-dldl- y

adapted lor gi a.lng und slock ruislug.but
the, termer who depends on oereuls there will
pick up a vary nooi livinu.

Hut Kir John never stopped to ascertain
tlio.'e facts. On oath of bis ten farms of u

acres apiece, he built handsome farm-
houses, big barns, aud nut up

ot miles ot barbed wire lenolng. A
Jster Kaye farm can . recognized all along

tho rout by Its handsome red farm buildings.
Its wludmili. and the wire fence invnriably
nrmounted by a rail. The Yorkehireoolonlsts

began to break tho soil and wheat. Mr
John bought hundreds of horses and scores of
yokes ot oxen, and organized his busluess on a
military plan, head of stock bo
bad n superintendent and for so many acres
ol land ploughed fur wheat an overseer. He
Imported thousands ot dollars' woith of

some of It from England, and a good
deal of It was found lo be not at all adapted to
the needs even of wbeat raising. Ue wont to
the l'nclflc coast to buy timber lor the houses
ot bis colonists, and told u dealer at Vancouver
be wanted cedar, wbloh is a very expensive
wood in thst region. When the dealer ex-
pressed bis surprise. Sir John said be bad
beard tbat vermin would not live In cedar
bouses, so he proposed to provide his colonists
with homes of cedir. The lumber merchant
told lilm he had seen many ludian villages. In
whl'h uot a stick of anything but cedar was
used to make tbe huts, nnd vermin fairly
swarmed in them. Sir John thereupon de-
cided that common pine lumber would an-
swer his purpose.

Alter potting soma thousands of acre Into
wheat. Kir John was sui prisod to find that It
dtd not thrive well. Tbe soil was too light
aud the moisture was Insdeiiunte. so be im-
ported sn Immense quantity ot fertilizers to
enrich his lands, and In order to supply suffi-
cient moisture he bad a largo number ot water
cans made in Montreal, lis moposed to
sprinkln bis ou the principle ot tbe street
water cart. These ourts were dumped by tho
dozen ut bis various farms, but the brilliant
idea wouldn't work. Meanwhile ev, rybotiy
was wondering at Sir John's doings. Practical
tarmeis and ranchmen laughed at him and his
colonists, aud said they neier bad seen
anything so foolish In tbelr lives. Tbe poor
Yorksblin men became greatly dlscoursged.
'i'hoy could no- - raise wheat, and they found
Hie entlrolr different from that which thev
wore accustomed to In rural England. They
began to desert Sir John and his wonderful
farms. Some of them went to Manitoba,
wbere thev scoured employment in that splen-
did whent growing region. Others became
ranchmen and aro now doing well. Others re-
turned to Knglaiot. whero ibey gave S'rJobu
tbe reputation of being a modern Bon Quixote.
This thing went on tor three or fouryear, and by that time the stockhold-
ers in the company hud become very
much dissatisfied. They bud failed to see any
dividends F.verything was gnlog nut at a
prodigious rate, hut nothing wns coming in.
They demanded nn ovplanalton from Sir John.
He went to Cugland with a long face and a
longer atory. He had sunk IMOOI) of the
company's money and It seemed to be Irre-v- o,

nblr Inst. I or the other S500.0UO ot capital
ha bad to show the farms, the buildings, the
fences, and a cood deal of stuck. He was
deposed Irom the management, and tbe com-
pany began business on a new bnsls.

Instead of trying togrow wheat on soli whlob
waa never Intended for wheat raising, they
have now gone into stock ralsli c. 'J hey have
beKiia the new ntenl-- o on a far more mod-
est scalo h in tho work which Sir John took In
band, aud proooe to feel their way as they go
There Is no reason to doubt that they will te
abunduml;-suLCOisfn- for tbo country is pro-
ductive enough It one tries to get from It what
It Is flttod to prod tic. The handsome farm
buildings are at once the mo-- ! attrartlte fea-
ture of that part of the g'oat plains and the
monitmsntKof Sir John l.later Knve'stollr:
and It will be long bofoie tho Canadians cease,
talking of the wonderlul by wbloh a
British corapnnr cama near losing H million
doll.irs In the elTort to niiiUe Ian t do that for
which nature had never adapted It
Whir Telecrnpin lVlrre Are Vadergronad

In Cltlait,
"A superstitious reverence for the dead ac-

complished years ago In China something that
regard for the comfort and safety ot tbe liv-

ing, even when ulded by judicial msndatos
and radical municipal methods, bava been only
partially able to accomplish in this country,"
said a telegraph lineman wbo wa In th em-
ploy of tbe company that established tbe first
telegraph line In China,

"Th telegraph wires are placed under
ground there, nnd If tho company bad not so
disponed of them their, would havobasnno
telograpb Unas In China to thlu day. Dead an-

cestors are held In peculiar reverenco in that
curious country, and tbo casting of a shadow
upou tbegravtof an anetor Is looked upon
by tho Cblueso as an Insult nut to be borne, and
It Is always resented with Impetuous rago.
Now there are no cemeteries or genoral bury-
ing grounds In China, but every family's

partlculutly In the rural distrlots, are
buried oa tho family premises. Conse'iuentiy.
every yard or garden le a receptacle of
anresfal remains, aud as China is
thicjly populated, the revered bones of

' deed and gone Mongolian progenitors may be
found iceilng beneath i very fuwrotsof oailb.

tieu ine telo'.'r.inli c mpany went to work to
imt up th" polo, on wliu h 1 hung its wires,
the woikmun were ombnrrnsseil every little
wh le by wMthfnl Chinamen, who would rush
angrily upon certain poles and chop them tu
tbs ground, aid warn the workmen, wltb
much lurious chatter, that ther would put
them up again at tbelr peril. The cause of
this Interference was unknown to the work-
men, who were at last forces to discontinue
the woik.andexplauailon wasdemanUed by the
author t'ss. Then It wa- - learned that thepoles tbat were cut down ha I cast a shadow
some time during tbe day on lltu graves of
revered ancestor ol Chinamen, and tbe Insult
oonld be. wiped out in no other way but by
summarily removing the poles. It was found
tbat thlt superstition was 100 sacred a onamong the Chinee to be overcome by persua-
sion or bribers', and at Isst th telegraph oom- -

JFXOV TOE XAHD OT GOLD.

rieatr of Gold There, ant Xaay May Not
Find Bains Whose Hterjr
I Involved la Mystery The Peaceful
Hatkttat aad the Mteselasi the Adveat
or the Whites Hat Bee to Theaa.

nARTLEt Hiixa, Mashonaland, June 1. In
my last letter mention wa made ot th value
of Mashonaland as nn agricultural and

country. High claim wa made for
th rlohe and fertility of a large portion of
Mashonaland. for tbe evidences were o strong
that them was no danger of exaggeration.
Observation since that lime have coaflrmrd
all that was said. In treating ot tbe gold
prospocts, I wns cartful to avoid undue pralso
and spoko with soma reserve,' I was anxious
to say nothing that would ba misleading, For
the past quarter of a century it bas been
known that there was gold In Mashona-
land, nnd ot the various localities
whore natives obtained tbo metal, two
were prominently mentioned. These wero
tho Mare Hirer district in northoust
Mashonaland nnd tho Umvull ltlver dis-

trict which Is well to the southwest It wns
but natural that when men began searching
for gold last September they ebonld bo at-

tracted to these two places. Many went to the
Mazoo, where few found gold. A larger num-
ber flockod to the Umvull, where many gold-beari-

reef were discovered. Th report of
nurauroUB finds hero, for Hartley Hills Is the
centra around which most discoveries bave
boon made, drow still larger numbers, and
up to this data sa many as 1,400 claims
bave been pegged out and registered lu the
Umpull district. A claim, according to the
gold laws of the British Botilk African Com-
pany, Is ISO fset In the direction ot the reef nnd
400 feot wlilu. It must be borne in mind that
tunny of tbe clolmbolders aro lnenporionond
rnoti, nnd that very few claims bnvo bcon
proved owing to the scarcity ot tools In tbe
country. Very few tools nro to be bad at
presont However, inrst of the reefs which
bavo bcon developed give satlstactoiy results,
so it is not too much to suppose there aro
many othor reofs yet to b opened up just as
good, Perhaps the greater number ef reefs
alrendy described are In tbe neighborhood of
wbnt is known as Hartley Hills, so named otter
a famous elephant hunter, who was probably
tho llrst white man to And gold here. Many
othor finds bavo beon mado twsnty or thirty
miles west and northwest ot Hartley Hills.

It Is too early in the ocennstion ot Mahona-lan- d

to know what the gold fields will bo worth
as compared with thoso ot other countrlos.
Boveral experienced prospootors bnvo told me
that tbo Uuuult fields aro far the best of any In
South Africa, but just us many say that tbey
do not apnroaoh the Trausvaal fields for rich-
ness. It is true there have beon no wonderful
discoveries. No reefs which will yield four,
six, or eight ounces to the ton have yet been
found, but a fur less quantity will pay well
hero, wbere water and luel will cost nothing.
It should also be mentioned that nearly all the
reefs now found are those which bavo "old
workings" upou them, and so wore known to
the people who worked these fields centuries
ago; thus few reefs have been found except
those with plain evidences upon tbe surface.
I shall tell more of the " old workings" later.

From all this it seems very likely that when
real prospecting Is dona many more reefj will
be found whero none is now suspected. There
arn fully 300 men In Mashonaland looking for
gold at present, nnd If rumor has It correctly
hundreds are en route to seek their fortunes
in this country.

A few words on tbe cold laws ot Mashona-
land may be of interest. All the mineral
wealth ot Mashonaland belongB to the British
South Afrioan Company, but a one-ha-

interest lu all gold found is given to
the Ilndor. Any prospeolor is allowed
to hold ton claims at a time, and
when he has sunk a thirty-foo- t shaft be
may peg off another ten. If the claims ar as-
certained to be payable the company will make
tbe holdor an oiler to float his olalms nnd glv
him one-ha- lf the vendor's interests. If. bow-eve- r,

the holder rocelves a bettor offer for
floatation ho may accent it and must then give
the company one-bo- lt the vendor's lntorests.
No licenses are to be paid until tba claims are
worked and then tbo amounts are small. Allu-
vial claim are 150 feet square and tbo holder
bas all the gold he set, but par a llosnse of

1 per month,
Tbe history of Mashonaland Is wrapped In tba

deepest mystery. That tbe country bas bad a
history worthy of being known to the world of
to-d- maybe seen from the abundant evi-
dences that a very large area was extensively
workod for gold by an unknown people who
have left no traces by which they may be Iden-
tified. Ihe ancient workings, as they are

both ot shafts and cuttings of vari-
ous kinds. The shafts aro sometimes forty or
more feet deep, with tunnels of unknown
lengths. The walls of some of these bave fallen
in and others bave large trees growing In them
which show that tbey were made a very long
time ago. On the surfaoe ot th ground about
tbe openings ot many shafts lay ton ot broken
quartz wblch carries a good amount ot gold ;
again at tbe openings ot others no loose quarts
Is to be seen, yet tbe work done below the sur-fac- e

shows that Immense qnan titles have been
excavated and conveyed to some distant spot,
presumably for crushing.

Another mystery in the history ot Mashona-
land is Indicated by the ruins of buildings.
There are a number ot thes In various carts
ot tbe country, but the most perfeot and Inter-
esting are those called the Zlmbabl or Zlmbase
ruins, to be seen about south latitude tV 16'
sod east longitude 31' 30'. A very considera-
ble area I covered by the ruins, but those ot
two buildings nte in a belter state of preserva-
tion tban the others. One of these la ou a high
nnd bold granite hill, and Is built ot granite
bewn Into blocks somewhat larger tban
bricks, put together without mortar. The
walls as they now stand are thirty feet high,
over tt n feet thick at the We, and Several Isss
at tba top. This building, as well as the other,
wns circular in form, and teems, from its posi-
tion nnd construction, to be a fort. There are
slabs of granite protruding from tbo walls in
places containing rough zigzag ornaments,

Tbe other and larger building stands several
hundred feet below on rising ground. Tbo
walls of this building are also of granite of the
same height and thickness as those just de-

scribed. For nbout a third of Us circumference
theie is one row of plain ornamental figures at
tba top. This building was ISO rsrd-- t In diam-
eter and bad nut one or two entrances. Walls
running in different directions stand Inside,
but tbe thick bush which bas grown up within
makes It Impossible na yet to learn anything
definite of the sixes and shapes of the enclos-
ures made by the-- Inner walls. Tba rarst
cnrlous part of tbe whole building Is that of
the tower, which stands near tbe ontsldo wall.
It Is constructed of th same ma'otlal as the
building. This tower Is cylindrical In shnpo
up to the height of ten fet. but after that
height tapeis, nnd as It stands Is a truncal ed
cone. Its diameter at the base Is fifteen fset.
There Is no entraace to the tower, nnd it ap-
pears to bn solid throughout Huue trees and
dense bush have grown up in tbo Interior of
theso ruins, sofbatit would roqulro considera-
ble Unto to cloar tbom away In order to cot an
accurate plot of the bullJIug. It Is ten likely
that If excavations were made In ami about
th-s- ruins various articles would be lound
which might throw light upon the mystery
surround. ng the hlfory of them. I regiot
tbat it was not possible for me to spend moru
than a single dar In making a return journey
of thirty mites to visit these rnins.

'Xhaold gold worUogs and tbe ruins found
In Mashonaland have lad many to be'l.ive that
Ophlr, tbe kingdom of the Queen of Shnba,
whence Bolomon Is said to bave obtained his
gold, was In Mashonaland. Uofala. a very old
town on the east coast of Africa, Is mentioned
by many writer a being In th land of Op hi .

The Arab have a very ancient tradition to
tbl trot, and those at Sofala y are s id
to bold to this tradition. The ruins arc west
at thsdiitriotof BofaJa,and tneyar thought
to bava baen th aslte of th Qntan of Bhcba.
I aa a a Um le aoaritand now 47 an who

ba rrr seen these ruin can Incline to suoh
belief. Though tbey teem to b vsrv old In-

deed, tbey do not by anr mans bava tba
of bavin? bean built hundreds ot

centurie ago. Very few white mtn have aver
visited the ruins, but aa atashonaland Is
thrown open to th clvlllred world arcbx-olo-glst- s

will perhaps axamlna the ruins, and mar
be able to tell us to wbnt ngc they belong.

The history of the present native of Ma-eho-

Is just as dark aa that ot tbe country It-I- f.

Tbe population Is by no mrani nnro,
Tha natives live In "kraals." or villages scat-
tered about th euuntry. Nearly every kraal
Itlndopondent in government having Its own
chief or Induun. There are. bowaver, oevarnl
indunas who rule a number of village. But
by fur the grtator number of vlllngcs bava n
small population which lives by cultivating th
ground In olose proximity lo the village. Most
of tho villages are built upon ruggod granite
hisl. many of wblch art lnacoecalble. except
by one or two narrow passages. This Is espe-

cially true ot those villages just across tbe
Matabeltland border. I remember that three
or four ot tho first villages we pa-se- d after
lenvlwr Matabtleland, In July list were built
upon hills 600 or COO fret high, no steep and
proelnltous that it was really Impossible for us
at any rate to get to th vlllsgca without a
guide, and oven then It was most difficult to
reach them. Atone of the villages tbo ohlef
told us that less than n year before the Msta-bel- ss

bad mad a raid, capturodhls father,
who was of course the ohlef, together with other
natives, and carried them to Oubuluwayo, tha
Matabel capital. Hare the father was skinned
alive. These Matabele raids, whloh have been
to frequent and disastrous to tho Mashonas
bithorlo, have now ceased, as the natives ot
Mashonaland are under tha protection of th
English. Imaclno the terror in whleh theso
unfortuoato natives used to live continually,
not knowing whan they would bo swept ilnwn
uponbynhordo of Matabele. who would kill
all the men unable to escape, carry away tho
women aud children for concubines and

laves, selzo their cattle nnd goats, and oven
dostroy their Delds of groin. Is it any wonder
that these raon hailed the advent of the whit
men with delight? Now they may live In
peaco. luoreaao their herds, nud till tba ground
in perfect saiotr.

The Mashonas live in round huts, ten ar
twelve foet'ln diameter and four feot or moro
high. They aia made of small poles placed
perpendicularly on the ground close together,
and fnsteuod with the bark of a tree. The on-ti- re

iuslde of the poles is plastered with a mix-

ture ot earth aud water, Tbe roof are also
made of small pole, all joining at a point In
the centre somewhat higher than the wall.
Thoy are then thatched wltb grass. Every vil-

lage hi. a place set apart for itu granaries,
which are constructed much like the huts, but
often upon high and solitary granite boulders,
thus making ncoesa most difficult In these
storehouses you will And corn, kappl corn, and
the vary finely ground meal of each, also rice,
and in the proper season potatoes, tomatoes
and groundnuts. Lying about the ground there
will likely bo pumpkins, whleh tha Mashonas
raise in large numbers. Tobaoco, too, 1 ex-
tensively cultivated, and. alter being treated
by soma process, is mado Into conical-shape- d

cakes. Tha Masbona tobacco, especially that
known as the "mlnroha," la considered very
good by a large number ot white men who
during tbe presont famine use It

The Mashonas, unlike their neighbors on the
east and west are far from warlike, and conse-
quently do not have manr of thosaoruel and
barbarous practices invariably found among
such peoples. They are a quiet and peaceful
tribe, a their physiognomies Indloate, For
many decades tbey bave been subdued and
harassed br the Matabele and other neighbor-
ing tribes, and this account for that lack of
manly bearing and that weakness of character
ao manifest among them. They are generally
of a deep black color, wltb soft and amootb
akin and features which show them to be far
removed from the real negro. Their features
are quite regular without the great nasal ridge,
very thick lips, broad nose, and marked prog-
nathism ot tbe true negro. Many of them have
a face wblch oould easily be termed handsome.
Ono vary often see men who feature art)
perfectly incompatible with black color and
plainly show th presence of tbe blood ot a
foreign race.

Tho most distinguishing mark of th
Mashonas Is tba manner In which they dress
their hair. It would be Impossible to describe
or even enumerate the numerous fantastic
fashions otbalr dressing. Some of the men
cultivate a heavy growth and work it into

mall lumns. upon whlob Is bsstowed a plenti-
ful supply of some greasy substance: others
shave tbe bead and a small part of the crown
where tufts of every imaginable form are left,
into which grasses of various oolors aro en-
twined. Anothor fashion less frequently seon
Is that of leaving small bunches ot hair an
Inch or so apart either on the top or lds ot
the ho ad. The bunchr aro bound tightly with
thread nearly to tbe ends, whlob aro left to
spread. This fashion gives the individual a
err wild and fleroo appearance. Bright red

or blue beads are added as ornaments.
Tho females stem to be less particular about

hair dressing, and generally shave either the
whole bead or part of It. Tbe dress of tbo
Mashonas, consists of the "In-gubo- or small
piece, of leather whlob bangs from a cord
round the waist In front, and th ma-pa- ," or
similar piece which bangs behind. Since our
arrival many wear calico Instead of leather,
and a large number ot men aud boys have
worked for n eblrt. an artlo a nil are very

s to possess and which constitutes
their entlro clothing. There Is generally llttlodifficulty in engaging men and boys for labor,
but as a rule they will work only long enough
to get a shirt or a blanket

The Mashona women do nearly all tha work.They till th soil, plant tba grain and vege-
tables, and Prepare tbe food Tor tbe husbands
Jo sat and sell, tor Instance, the men bringlarge quantltlea of msl for (ale. This has
been. entirely prepared by their wives anddaughters, The women hoed the ground wllhsmall hoes, planted the corn and cultivated
and gathered it aud anally ground it betweanrocks Into avety fine oioal.

Cr.iinx A. On,
mb. XALLonr'M irosuttiirvz meuu

The Peaeh Swlteta Outdid Itself Was ItTold the Olaaerall Dig There.
frtm IK Oourier-JtiHrv-

Fnawnnr, Ky Aug. 6,-- Mr. Austin MallorrIs a farmer living In tbe northern portion of thiscounty, borne time sluoe he decided to nave awell dug on his premises. Th servlcas of awater wlub were railed Into requisition. and theturn ot the infallible peaeh tree twitch locateda spot where water would be s ruck.The woll diggers est to work, but bad notgone mora than six feat when ihey encounteredastraiumot rock. lhy w.ni down Into theeolld rock ten, twnty. thlr.r, forty fct, andyet nn Indication that tbe rock was giving
out Mr. Mallorr Instructed hie men to bias'
nway, as he was bent on finding water It bahad to blast into tbe .Chinese empire. They
followed h a instructions, and wsnt ten feetfurther down with no new developments.

j ,,'lbey weie scon to se rewarded, however.
All ihe pieparatlon rpr nn unusually heavyblast had ien made, the fuse was touched ofr,
anil the men wero drawn out to await results.After the smokiMM the explosion badileartdout they luokad and found that they had

t Mruekacavr, Lights wetelet down to besuratheie a no damp, and ibre or four ven-
tured. Some brsiand-t- s agreed to luvesiluatoine olscot-r- y. They were lowered with roptthrough ihe oienlng, down Into a carnwhose darkness bsd never been piercvdwl hthe light of dar, and who-- e infinite allmoetook uii the sound f thsirvolces and echoedand re'ehot d it, until It died away in tomero. ky recess.

Their Mitpense as they descended Into thdarkness was Intense, until their test touchedthe door of ihe , a er. Striking a mav h theyproceeded to look about them. The mof ol thecole. w- - covered with pendant stones,
mentis Mint Unshed the.light in btiniign nn I beautiful eff etB At toniopomis (he stalagmite and etn actlte forma,tlnim almost louche,! eaoh other. M otherplaces In tho roo wi uuatiit. regularlyalisped inches, ih t gate a liiinres.lo us Ifthsy bad lire i built by huma hands. Hullot"r nn'tlonsof tho rout wro raooih andtudiied witii pecul.ir Incrustation, whichglittered IILe rllnmondh aud far snrp tiling inbeauty the star Cnanier at Mammoth Cave.anderlng about the xnninrs enme upon a

small rher of crystal ilcuines. In whoso
waters strange looking fish dlspnrti d them- -
selves, and whose merrv ripples had fin tn--

muilo for centuries with no other u llsnco
than tho eternal roek A p'ol of water waa
also lound which, so far ns ihoy oould soundwas bottomles-- . On the bank-o- f thestieaiuwere foil nd the w re kageo what had imnundoubtedly been att iioitan cunt e drifted
there, doubtless, irnniaomeotberwater course,
ana preserved so long by the puro aimospbar

f th ear. The adventurer explored th ,

cava for a contTdtrabr dlstanoe In each direc-tion, but Itoad no llaiii or radiation ofaU.

SAD LOT OF THE LIBER1ANS.

A COVSXH1 VHDKJt A LOAJ) OFl'OrERTT
JSXt t'ALBU VtUVK

JHaw st Tonus: I.ady or the Ittnck Reimbtl
Uoti Degglne with Iter Htrvent-lmm- n.

rrtlltr In the Cltleu-Ilnvn- ot tha
ever-T- he Cowntrr" te Height Hpot, II

"Tbo love of liberty brought us here, and
tbo want of money keeps us," Is n saying well
known to all olassot of citizens of the tnlnlu-tu- ie

republic of Liberia, Tho occasion when
tho motto of the ropublto wan thus (listened
was n stato dinner which Mr, Warnor. th
second President of the black republic, gave
in the Executive MnnMou lu Monrovia, th
Llbinnn capital, In honor of Copt. Frnncklrn
of the United States navy, wbo at that tltno was
ou tho African coast In command of th
United States Phlo Franklin, cooperating
with tho L'ngJlsh fleet In tho suppression ol
the slavo trade.

Soattd at the tnbls whon the tonst wat
mada wore President Warner, flen. Lewi,
Secretary of State. P.. J, Boye, Eenretarr of the
Treasury, and other members ot th Cabinet
as woll as th other dignitaries ot tho LILorlan
Government Th unfortunnto oppression
wnsrectltcd in Bllonco and with signs of

dlsploasure, which could but hate
the effect of causing the visiting guoslt to
Imagine that this statement oontnlued mors
truth than It wns ploasnut for Ltberlan official
to admit Aud In that conclusion the Ameri-
can gontlomon woro by no means wrong.

At tho time ot this event tho situation of th
negroes Un America was anything but happy,
nnd it was no dlffloult task to induce them to
soek to better tbelr fortunes. Arriving at their
destination thoy soon lcarnod bow different
wero tho facts from what ther had been led to
expect. Tbey found Liberia a country rich In
natural retourcos.wllh a soil responsive to the
llgbtost touch: but, nt tho same tint, (hoy

found miasmatic vapory breeding lovers. Tbey
found tbat conditions prevailed In Liberia
such as are common to nil crude count lift.
The American negroes were not fitted by exre-rlen-

or education to cope successfully withdangers aud hardships. A few mot with
success, while the grrat majority,poor, dispirited, and enervated by tbe nlius.pltable climate, became a class whom tho toast

reforred to aptly describe.
The conditions affecting au em-

igration to Ltboria. so far ns Liberia Is con-
cerned, hnva changed for the hotter, but only
In a small degree, With health und capital
judiciously applied thora is a Possibility ofrcachlug a comfortable living. Those who go
to Liberia without money und expect to be-
come wealthy ore deceiving themselves gross-
ly. First tbore Is but, ilttls monsr in thecountry, and what thero is is in tbe bands ol a
few. and they hold It most jenlously. Poverty
keeps Its grip on tbe majority of tho l.oeil-an- s

with a relentless hold, but this is not
strange, tor the laws of tho country bo: m to
bave beeu mado lor tho erects! Durios
of keeping tbe people poor. VYhlto men are
not permitted to become citizens, neither atetbey allowed to own property within tho rs--

This being the case, Uis extremely
IfUcult to Induce capital to enter the country.

There is a feeling, however, whloh every day
grows stroncer. that these limitations muttbe done nway with : nnd It has been Ihe policy
of tbe last two or three Liberlan Administra-
tions to loster this sentiment and the laws la
this respect have In one or two lnstnnoet
boen dead letters. The condition ol the poor
is deplorable In the extreme, ret it all has ludi-
crous featuros.

I remember being oalled from my room when
I was utTerlng from the fevor. which attacked
me periodically during ray whole lesldonce of
even years lu Liberia, to listen to tne plea of

u rnlto ot n girl wbo came to ask forulms She
stood on th veranda, barefooted, without a
bat, her hair matted and untidy, and her only
ooverlog a ragged dirty gown, wbloh hod been
fashioned from coarse cloth such as la used
for bagging.

"Huddle," she said, using a term of saluta-
tion common to the poorer classes. te

say. mammle say Bhe could gt
no further, and I had to aak hsr:" Mnmmle say what?"

"Mammle say," she. replied, "pleaae daddtagib hsr some ot dnt fish water dat yon done ga
took yon hens yesterday."" Fish waterl And what Is that, and what layour raothor going to, do.wlth it r I asked har.Opening her eyes wide she said:" Yon no sabey doddle i" and aba burst Intoa loud laugh, jumping up nnd down and clap-
ping har bands. I had to repeat my question
with every appearance of displeasure before
ha answered:" All wa folks llffa chop dem fish water, ba

fltta tor mako dem dry rlc set down in ourmouths first-cla- ss fashion."
I then understood that th child waa boggtna.

for brlna from a barrel of ruuekerel which Ibad purchased on ihe dav before. Of oonrs
ther was no reason why I should rsluse, andI asked her what she had to carry it In." Hey, there." said the begging child, turn-ing toward another youngster, who stood outon the walk holding a large tin vessel, " Totde pannikin hare: daddlls going to gib madr llsh water."

Thar was no differeno In appaaranea be-
tween tho children except tbat the second badonly a sloth around tha loins. It was neces-sary that 1 should watt upon the Utile beggar
myself, for everything in the war ot imported
provisions had to be kept under lock and key.
Bo taking them both to my storehouse I filled
the pan, not forgetting to put a few of th fishin also. I than held it out toward mse begging
friend. She. however, wltb dignity refusod totake It, saving:

"Me Is a lady, massa d addle, and Liberlan
ladies doem 't tote things In de streets." Thencalilrg my attontion to her companion she con-
tinued: " Die is my sarvont, sibraud, turningto her "Mrwnt ' she ordered her to take thebrine. I was djsposodto lest the quality of
this young lady's gentility, however, nnd toldher that. If sho did not carry the pan herself,
she could not hate tbe fleh and urine. Tearsoame to tho. mile's eyes and disappointment
was in every feature of her face: but nothing!
aid.could Induce hor to carry the pan.
"Not not Daddle. Liberlan lady no fltta dodem tings."
The behavior of this child illustrates a eondl-tlo- n

which Is common among all classes ofNearly all of the eh Hired residents
of tbe country are emigrants from the South-er- a

States of Amerlonor aro their doacondanu,
and consequently know nothing abont thedignity of labor. On tba contrary, the firstthought of the poorost Is to purchase a nativefor about lu. "Apprentices "they call ibem.Tbls spirit has unquestionably retarded thegrowth of tbo republic.

Wberevor you go In tbe Liberlan capital yon
discover something to call your attention totbe want of energy and Industry on the part ofits citizens streets overgrow n with grasa anaweeds, bouses dilapidated and falling for thewant of a few ropalrs, a fine harbor fast filling
with drifting sands, no roads, no highways.
Tba absence of saloons and theatres and tlprsouue, ot weveral ihurcbes and meeting
nouses might ue laken to prove the town to i o
highly moral, If It were not that all shops, bothlarge nnd small, have bottles of gin and ruinon their shelves. Tbe doings of ibo olti?ctisamong tbetn-elv- nnd with the linnVoine.
ami attractive Mo people it Is bestnot to
epnsk of event In a whlper.

This condition la not peculiar to Monrorfa,
for it ldQre or less common to Ba"i Palm s,
Slnon. Grand L'opo. Mount, and at, the other
towns aud vlllaces in tbt lenuhlic except Ar-
lington. This set 1'ment con-

tains a band of happy and eoinpariithely
th'lvlng people. Situated op high grounds
pear the hfiid of navigation oi the ht. Pa d's
Blier. reternnnojs tbe inhabituiiis bit I'i'.'e,
Thoy are nth n imr "iillur.vi pur-tilt- s a l

arei otitentetl wllh thol int. The pn pie ol
Arlington wr provided wi h hum- - lhrethey began their farming opor-.- t nsjo'h'r
Wise tbey would never have I een nb " "' M e
through th years wbllo thoy Wi re nulling ior
tbe.matutlty of their crops.

hen Liberia opens iloon to
fO'elgn capital, when efforts me nn.'e lo I m
up roads to bring the trade of the tnt lor
neater tbe cosat, when the people tnemstlvis
begin tuappn elate the fa t Hint irop-rlty- ls I
tbo 'rutt of Inbor, when gtti wart are
nted toiedure th" quantity of dc iigvcg.
etanlo matter. Horn which on eui.ie cl a.di
nfilcitdlv vannrstopol nn Hie nbo) 'in th' I
and nt un'll lhi. '.Id II c ut leu. an Mr

alrable pluee of res! i"tic- - for lu t '' Iuugru. .m,v I . I w

Lw" S, Tonsil! at ,it. Pan del n i a--

lliiiitmlf Wilulil ufs llo , H
' lt(W (Ir.fSriu Ir.xuerlm ntt made fur th piir -- e of da--

termlnlng the economic wcig.it o u hog b M
conclusively that he never should te fed bs- -

"SJJ- -

jond eight or nine mon lis of ai.e and that ine
largest profit Is found, as a rule, in aurl-n- t
not to exceed V0 ) pounds. What Is Urn ma'
the ft od of support plate a veiv tmpotln. t Mm

Mtil In the profit or lots of large w '.". s 'mi- i- H
iosi, a nianr farmers say, h.n p. r. oln "G s SJBB

made to turn tho hog when l r a ho- - l(l fm
pounils. lie must tako from his fooii an n Mm
oiea-ln- g amount i aeii ilev tu itiiniori ibi IH
wight ulx dy gt.lned. r olse Iih ur - i.t ,sjH
The (lermsij ovierlmen s tn I ca v tout ' ajS
per coot, 'if Ihe lit w Ight, iu l"d must "' Mm
t tken acb duy to support il at live tu igi t. Htl.e hog weighs nuu pounds thl aiitoniiii o mm
six pounds i In d dally Tl.e onlypoilt s .n t--

the 00' i bat is applied to make new weigh'. !
A recent plg-- edng experiment ui !'

Maine rMatlnn Ulustrstoi this j nr.elp'e in - Hlently. The n es wero taken at vges roue i
front live weeks t eight weeks, iiiirinc t

Hist liMilny of the Hvoeri lit not .11 f oa
two polled ol luestl ,i lot,' u ,i e 'I
li uiit of grotlli wl,l d initio- - a.' fl' 1

lays the ratio was (o ,r te nn l '
fll til 10 ill g'O'Mll. F. ejy .ill n r' o H
made dutlu.-- Ihelisti) y . imm t clout '" H
that ma e In t' a Ur 1 lo luv

Tne lets 11 tuu ,ht lit tb piincpl Id (
llcallr Hiatal that th most iimney ei,i
made tioni joung bt turned at a mean"
wtUbi.


